
OFFICE OF THE

President

Date: 12/13/2022
To: Students’ Union Council
Re: President 2022/23 Report #17

Dear Council,

I hope all of you are staying well during final exams season! I wish each of you the best on your
exams over the next couple of weeks. Below is an update on what I have been up to over the past
two weeks

Board of Governors (BoG) Meeting
On December 09, the Board of Governors convened for thier last meeting of the cycle. Most notably,
the Board received a budget update which included the domestic and international tuition
proposals that will be coming to them for approval in March 2023. I took this oppportnity to
highlight all of the asks that the UASU has requested from the university, directly in line with what
Students’ Council shared with us. Now that we have completed the first half of consultation with
teh Universtiy, they will be going back and reviewing the proposals based on feedback they have
heard to make any necessary changes. Council can expect a hopefully revised proposal in January!

Mandatory Non-Instructional Fee (MNIF) Joint Oversight Committee
Julia, Joannie and I have been advocating for a better framework for how the university reports the
use of MNIF funds. For those who dont know, MNIF are a different type of fee under the tuition and
fees regulation that typically covers costs that are important for supporting the experience of
studnets on our campuses, but arent covered by tuition fees. A few key areas are providing more
historical data trends and more robustness and consistency when reporting metrics. The university
has also proposed to us the removal of the off campus category for students, and you will see a
discussion item associated with this on the Order Papers for the Dec. 13 meeting.

Meeting with Minister Nicolaides
Christian met with the Advanced Education Minister where we had the opportunity to express our
concern and requested action on tuition increases, the installment fee, MyCreds, and additional
funding for the UofA through operating grants. We also advocated for more mental health support
to address wait times and support for indigenous learning centers.

Experiential Learning Better Practices Working Group
The University has convened a working group to address many of the challenges students have
faced on experiential learning terms for years. Last year I advocated to the Provost Fellow for
Expereintal Learning for work to be done institution-wide, and the response was the creation of
this group that brings together stakeholders from across the insitution to find a better way forward
to support students and the staff who support them.
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Student Accessibility Action Plan Working Group

The university has convened another working group to change the ways the university looks at
accessibility, accommodations, and universal design. Last year, Talia and I worked closely with the
Dean of Students (DoS) O�ce to ensure that disabled students and those requiring
accommodations recieved the support they needed to be successful at the U of A. That
contriobuted to the hiring of a provost fellow for Student Accessibility, who completed an
institution wide report. Implementing the recommendations of that report will be the goal of this
group.

Academic Planning Committee

On December 07, APC convened for thier last meeting of the cycle. During the meeting, we received
an introduction to the new Vice Provost EDI, a presentation from the institute of Prarie Inidgenous
Archaeology, and update on the tuition proposals (similar to what BoG received in the report
above).  Finally, the Provost, Dr. Verna Yiu, talked about a review of the college model that will be
conducted by Dr. Dru Marshall, current Provost at the University of Calgary and previous Deputy
Provost at the University of Alberta.

Staff Holiday Lunch

Last week, the UASU hosted a holiday
lunch for all of the incredible staff of
this organization who dedicate
themselves to serving students every
day.

To all of our staff, thank you for
everything that you do for the UASU,
we would not be able to do what we
do without your passion and
commitment!

Cheers,

Abner Monteiro (he/him)
President
University of Alberta Students’ Union
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