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Office of the VICE PRESIDENT ACADEMIC

FFICER

May 17, 2013
To: Students’ Council 2013-2014
Re: Report of the Vice President Academic

Hello Council,
See below for a report on my activities for the past two weeks.

I.

Increase to the Confirmation Deposit
The Registrar’s Office has indicated that it intends to make three substantial changes to the
confirmation deposit. First, it will be increased from $175 to $500. Second, it will only apply to
entering students. Finally, students will no longer be able to register for classes until they have
paid the deposit. I’ve voiced my concerns to the Registrar’s Office that such a substantial increase
will be a barrier for students from low-income backgrounds, students who rely on student loans,
and aboriginal students who rely on band funding. As well, having one of the highest
confirmation deposits in the country will be a deterrent for students thinking of attending the U
of A. However, because students don’t have a say in this increase, it appears to be going ahead
for the 2014-2015 year.

II.

NUA Probation
The NUA elected to be placed on probation in the summer of 2012 after facing a difficult
financial situation and unclear relationships with stakeholder groups. Over the past 12 months
we’ve worked with the NUA to build their financial stability and improve their financial controls.
However, with the agreement of the NUA, Dean of Nursing, and Discover Governance, the
NUA will spend another 6 months on probation to finish up a constitutional review and
complete their other requirements.

III.

Miscellaneous
We’ve hired Amanda Granstrand as the second new Student Ombudservice Director. I presented
at the Student Financial Aid Task Force on the student perspective on scholarships and bursaries.
I attended the Admissions Task Force, Academic Standards Committee, SU-RO meeting, CSL
Advisory Committee, a Board dinner, a Renaissance Committee update, and a lunch with the
Director for the Centre for Teaching and Learning. Finally, much of my time has been dedicated
to preparing for govcamp.
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If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call me at 780-492-4236, or email me at
vp.academic@su.ualberta.ca.
Sincerely,

Dustin Chelen
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GRANT ALLOCATION COMMITTEE
MEETING
SUMMARY REPORT TO COUNCIL
Date: May 16th 2013

Time: 5.35 pm

Motions
NGUYEN moved to approve the agenda for May 16, 2013 as tabled.
1.
2.
3.

NGUYEN moved to approve the minutes for April 23, 2013 as tabled.
NGUYEN moved to adjourn the meeting.

2013 – 2014 MEETING 2

CARRIED
4/0/0
CARRIED
4/0/0
CARRIED
4/0/0
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UNDERGRADUATE BOARD OF
GOVERNORS REPRESENTATIVE

Office of the
May 21st, 2013
To: Students’ Council
Re: Report to Council

Hey Council,
Before I proceed with my report, I would like to acknowledge that our university and our Students’
Union are on Indigenous land. Specifically: Cree, Saulteaux, Metis, Blackfoot, and Nakota Siou.
They are faculty, staff, students, family, and friends, and they are still here. I acknowledge that we
meet on treaty 6 territory. That treaty governs the relationship between first-nations and non-first
nations citizens. I am thankful for this opportunity for us to meet on this land today. This statement
will be included at the front of my report to council until either the time that my term ends, or
Council moves to makes a similar statement available for public viewing.

It’s good to be back in Edmonton!
I’m feeling well rested now that I’m back from vacation, and I’m looking forward to getting back
into the grind of work and student politics.

I’m also excited for GovCamp this upcoming weekend! If you haven’t had time to register, there
might still be time to register with the Student Governance Office at sgo@su.ualberta.ca. Hope to
see you there!

In Solidarity,
Brent Kelly
Undergraduate Board of Governors Representative 2012-2013 | University of Alberta Students' Union

P: (780) 999-8867 | F: (780) 492-4643 | E: bog@su.ualberta.ca
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